
Steel: 
The obvious choice
No other structural material can match 
domestically fabricated structural steel.

Structural steel can SUPERCHARGE 
YOUR PROJECT SCHEDULE because 
you can design, fabricate, and 
construct a steel building 50% faster 
than you could just a few years ago.

Steel is the MOST RESILIENT 
STRUCTURAL MATERIAL because it 
boasts superior ductility, the highest 
strength-to-weight ratio, and can be 
easily repaired.

Structural steel is the MOST 
SUSTAINABLE MATERIAL because 
it is made from recycled scrap using 
pure electricity—in fact, it will continue 
to get greener as the power grid 
incorporates more renewable energy.

Structural steel is the MOST 
EFFICIENT MATERIAL because its 
high strength-to-weight ratio allows 
longer spans, fewer and smaller 
columns, and larger bays—you can 
maximize open space today and easily 
adapt for future reuse.

Structural steel is an INCREDIBLY 
ECONOMICAL CHOICE because 
its offsite fabrication streamlines the 
construction process, saving time 
and money. Bring a structural steel 
fabricator onto your project team early 
to save around 70% on your steel 
package!

Structural steel is a RELIABLE CHOICE 
because it has the most robust quality 
certification program out there, which 
is designed to prevent errors instead 
of correcting them.

NO OTHER MATERIAL IS AS

RESILIENT 
AS STEEL
That means that no other material can absorb and recover from an 
extreme event as well as steel does.

Why? Wood and concrete just can’t match steel’s inherent 
durability, strength, and elasticity. They can also be combustible 
and subject to decomposition—yikes!—while steel is neither.

That means structural steel framing systems can withstand the 
pounding of hurricane-force winds, stormwater surge and intrusion 
of flood waters, and the destructive shaking of earthquakes to 
keep people safe.

Steel’s unique resilience makes communities resilient, too. After 
a disaster, steel structures can be quickly and easily inspected, 
then either repaired quickly or adapted for another use to give 
communities a place to come back together.

STRONG IN ALL THE RIGHT WAYS
Unlike other materials, structural steel has identical compressive 
and tensile strengths. Push it, pull it—doesn’t matter. It’s strong  
either way. 

That’s critically important in an extreme event. Disasters frequently 
require that structural members unexpectedly transition from being 
in compression to being in tension. Steel is more likely to resist 
failure when that happens.

Steel also has the highest strength-to-weight ratio around. 
It can span great distances with fewer columns while resisting 
earthquakes, hurricanes, and more—all while using efficient 
designs and less material.

INCOMPARABLY DUCTILE
Steel’s unique ductility gives it the ability to handle extreme 
loads without cracking or permanently deforming. A steel 
structure can remain operational and be more easily repaired 
after an extreme event than structures made of concrete 
or wood.

Steel Helps Your Community 
Get Back on Its Feet 
Faster Than Any Other Material




