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For a number of years an unusual situation existed in which 
the AISC Specification restricted the directional strength 
increase for use with in-plane loading, while the AISC Manual, 
in the Part 8 eccentrically loaded weld tables, accounted for 
the directional strength increase even when the loading was 
out-of-plane. Practice among individual engineers varied. 

The in-plane restriction existed because some were 
concerned that there was not enough ductility to justify the 
use of the directional strength increase for welds loaded out-
of-plane. More recent testing has shown that these concerns 


