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Nondestructive Testing Performed by the Fabricator
It is my understanding that AISC certified fabricators must demonstrate 
the ability to perform nondestructive testing (NDT) including UT and MT. 
This means that they are required to perform NDT for structural steel that 
they fabricate. Please confirm my understanding.  

Your understanding is not correct.
1. AISC certified building fabricators are not required to demonstrate the ability 

to perform NDT. 
AISC provides certification to several different categories. Only AISC certified 

bridge fabricators are required to have NDT personnel on staff or available under 
contract. This is required per Section 4.5.4.1 of the Certification Standard for Steel 
Fabrication and Erection, and Manufacturing of Metal Components (AISC 207-16) which 
you can download for free at www.aisc.org/certification.

2. Fabricators are not required to perform NDT—unless this is required by the 
contract. 

Section N6 of the Specification states: “NDT of welds completed in an approved 
fabricator’s shop is permitted to be performed by that fabricator when approved by the 
AHJ. When the fabricator performs the NDT, the QA agency shall review the fabrica-
tor’s NDT reports.” Section A1 states: “The phrases ‘is permitted’ and ‘are permitted’ 
in these Provisions identify provisions that comply with the Specification, but are not 
mandatory.” Therefore, the fabricator can but is not required to, perform NDT.

A User Note in Chapter J of the AISC Seismic Provisions for Structural Steel Build-
ings (ANSI/AISC 341) states: “All requirements of Specification Chapter N also apply 
unless specifically modified by these Provisions.” Section J1 of the Seismic Provisions 
states: “Nondestructive testing (NDT) shall be performed by the agency or firm 
responsible for Quality Assurance, except as permitted in accordance with Specifica-
tion Section N6.”

In my experience, many building fabricators do not possess the personnel or the 
equipment to perform NDT. The request to permit a fabricator to perform NDT, in 
lieu of an outside agency, often originates with the fabricator—not the owner’s repre-
sentatives. Some fabricators who employ NDT personnel see logistical advantages to 
being able to perform NDT in-house and also may offer this as an additional service 
to their customers.

The fact that NDT must be performed (is required) is a matter addressed in the 
Specification. Who is permitted to perform NDT is also a matter addressed in the Specifi-
cation. Who will actually perform the NDT is a contractual issue. The Specification does 
not address contractual issues. Contractual issues are addressed in the Code. 

Section 8.1.1 states: “The fabricator shall maintain a quality control program to 
ensure that the work is performed in accordance with the requirements in this Code and 
the contract documents. The fabricator shall have the option to use the AISC Quality 
Certification Program to establish and administer the quality control program.”

Section 8.1.3 states: “When the owner requires more extensive quality control 
procedures, or independent inspection by qualified personnel, or requires that the 
fabricator must be certified under the AISC Quality Certification Program and/or 
requires that the erector must be certified under the AISC Erector Certification Pro-
gram, this shall be clearly stated in the contract documents, including a definition of 
the scope of such inspection.

Performance of NDT by the fabricator is a more extensive quality control proce-
dure that must be clearly stated in the contract documents if it is to be required for 
the project.
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