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WE WOULD HOPE THAT your answer to the important 
question masquerading as the title of this month’s SteelWise is 
a resounding “Yes!”

We recognize that your answer might be a less confident 
“Yes,”a















   Modern STEEL CONSTRUCTION  

with respect to each other and with due consideration to the 
wheelbase of the crane. Rail joints should not occur at crane 
girder splices. Odd lengths that must be included to complete 
a run or obtain the necessary stagger should be no less than 10 
ft long. Rails are furnished with standard drilling for splice bars 

in both standard and odd lengths unless stipulated otherwise 
on the order.

Knowing the right specifications for your various steel 
shapes is one of the key methods for getting the most out of 
your framing system.   �

As for Bridges…
Another possibility for structural shapes 
and plates is ASTM A709, which is an 
“umbrella” standard that assembles 
ASTM A36, A572, A992, A588, A1010 
and three high-performance steel (HPS) 
grades into a convenient single standard 
for bridge designers and fabricators. The 
HPS grades are available in plate form 
only. Grade 50S is available in shapes. 
The other grades are available in plate 
form and as shapes, though availability 
should be confirmed prior to specifica-
tion. ASTM A709 provides toughness 
levels for three exposures and two uses. 
Much of the material supplied to A709 
meets one of those toughness levels. 
Material furnished to ASTM A709 grades 
are acceptable for use where the corre-
sponding parent standard is specified.
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