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CERTIFICATION STANDARD FOR  
SHOP APPLICATION OF COMPLEX PROTECTIVE COATING SYSTEMS 

The information presented in this joint AISC/SSPC standard has been prepared by the Certification Committee of the Ameri-
can Institute of Steel Construction (AISC) and the SSPC technical committee on shop painting (QP 3). The document is the 
specific responsibility of the AISC/SSPC Joint Committee on Shop Certification. The standard has been prepared within the 
scope and for the purposes stated in the body of this document, and for no other purpose.

The standard has been developed by a balanced committee of participants in the industry who have particular experience and 
expertise in the topics addressed in the standard. Participation from a broad cross section of the fabrication and coating industry 
has been sought.

AISC and SSPC accept responsibility for only those interpretations of this standard that are issued in writing and in accor-
dance with governing AISC or SSPC procedures and policies. Issuances of informal interpretations are not necessarily the 
official interpretation of AISC or SSPC or their respective Certification Committees. This standard is subject to revision at any 
time by AISC and SSPC.

AISC and SSPC disclaim for themselves and their program auditors any liability for any injury to persons or to property or 
other damages of any nature whatsoever, whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly result-
ing formalt
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Procedure. The sequence of steps taken to carry out a 
particular course of action. 
Quality Assurance. The planned system of proce-
dures and organizational requirements developed and 
implemented for the purpose of measuring and assuring 
compliance with customer requirements and providing 
confidence that quality goals are achieved.  Quality 
Assurance encompasses such areas as compliance with 
project specification technical requirements, compli-
ance with referenced standards and achievement of 
customer service goals.  Specific functions included in 
quality assurance are: determination of quality criteria, 
establishment of a plan to monitor quality including 
assignment of quality control (inspection), determina-
tion of acceptance criteria, determination of QC per-
sonnel qualifications, oversight (periodic monitoring) 
of QC activities, summarizing and reporting quality 
conformance measurements to management.
Quality Control (QC). Quality control is the inspec-
tion of work. Inspection includes but is not limited to 
confirming that procedures are met; personnel per-
forming the work are properly qualified; equipment is 
appropriate and in acceptable working order; and the 
proper materials are used as well as in compliance with 
inspection criteria.
Quality Management System. A system to establish 
policy and objectives to direct and control an organiza-
tion with regard to quality.
Quality Record. A specific type of quality document 
that provides objective evidence of activities performed 
or results achieved.
Specifications. The portion of the Contract Documents 
that consists of the written requirements for materials, 
standards and workmanship.
Specifier. The entity defining the requirements for sur-
face preparation and -1.2 Td[2ormed5.2 Ta(-)kection 
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of any nonconformances. The Firm shall document 












